Cocaine toxicity in an infant following intranasal instillation of a four percent cocaine solution.
An 11-week-old infant experienced toxicity following the intranasal instillation of a four percent cocaine solution in preparation for an examination to rule out choanal stenosis. The child recovered fully but required the use of anticonvulsants and admission to the hospital. To our knowledge, this is the first case report where cocaine toxicity was experienced following this routine practice. We present our case and a review of the literature involving other instances where there have been complications with the use of topical cocaine. This report should alert the medical community to the potential complications of using topical cocaine for its anesthetic properties.